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1. APPELLATE DIVISION OF SOUTH AFRICA'S SUPREME COURT 
IN BLOEMFONTEIN ISSUED RULINGS ON TWO CASES AUGUST 19 
WHICH WILL DISTRESS THOSE WHO HOPED FOR MORE LIBERAL 
APPLICATION OF PASS LAWS AND BANNING ORDERS. IN BOTH 
INSTANCES, COURT UPHELD SAG CONTENTIONS WHICH ARGUED FOR 
NARROW INTERPRETATIONS OF RESTRICTIVE LEGISLATION. 

CASES INVOLVED IMPLEMENTATION OF PASS LAWS AND EXECUTIVE 
PRIVILEGE REGARDING BANNING ORDERS. 

2. IN PASS LAW CASE BLOEMFONTEIN COURT OVERTURNED 
VERDICT OF NATAL SUPREMEM COURT ( REFS A AND B) WHICH RULED 
IN JULY 1974 THAT AN AFRICAN HAD BEEN WRONGLY JAILED BE- 
CAUSE THE BLACK POLICEMAN WHO ARRESTED HIM HAD NOT GIVEN HIM 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO TRAVEL TO HIS EMPLOYERS OFFICE (20 MILES 
AWAY) TO COLECT HIS REFERENCE (PASS) BOOK. JULY 1974 

NATAL COURT DECISION HAD BEEN WELCOMED BY WHITE LIBERALS 
AND BLACKS AS PERHAPS INDICATING THAT AFRICANS NEED NOT 
CARRY "DOMPASSES" AT ALL TIMES. AS THIS WOULD STRIKE AT 
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MENT REACTED STRONGLY AND APPEALED DECISION. AUGUST 19 
RULING HELD THAT LOWER COURT HAD TOO LOOSELY INTERPRETED 
SECTION OF PASS LAW LEGISLATION. IT SUSTAINED GOVERNMENT 
AUGUMENT THAT APPLICABLE LEGISLATION DEMANDS THAT AFRICANS 
CARRY PASS BOOK ON PERSON OR HAVE IT IN A PLACE WHERE IT 
CAN RAPIDLY PRODUCED. COURT HELD THAT PASS BOOK LOCKED 
IN OFFICE 20 MILES AWAY COULD NOT BE PRODUCED " SPEEDILY 
AND URGENTLY" AND THAT THEREFORE AFRICAN WAS DISOBEYING LAW 
AND HIS ARREST NOT IMPROPER. 

3. THE SECOND CASE, COURT SUSTAINED GOVERNMENT'S APPEAL OF 
CAPE SUPREMEM COURT RULING IN NEVILLE ALEXANDER CASE ( REFS 
C AND D). DETAILS OF AUGUST 19 DECISION NOT YET AVAILABLE, 

BUT APPARENTLY BLOEMFONTEIN COURT UPHELD GOVERNMENT S CON- 
TENTION THAT MINISTER OF JUSTICE IS SOLE ARBITER IN 
DETERMINING WHAT INFORMATION AND EVIDENCE USED IN ESTABLISH- 
ING BANNING ORDERS MAY BE MADE PUBLIC. COURT THUS OVER- 
RULED CAPE COURT’S DECISION ORDERING MIN JUSTICE TO SHOW 
PERTINENT DOCUMENTS TO COURT IN CAMERA OR TO PRESENT 
AFFIDAVIT OUTLINING NATURE OF DOCUMENTS IN HIS POSSESS- 
SION, ALEXANDER HAD BEEN BANNED UPON HIS RELEASE FROM 
TEN YEARS OF DETENTION ON ROBBEN ISLAND. 

4. DETAILS OF BOTH DECISIONS AND FURTHER IMPLICATIONS 
WILL BE REPORTED SEPARATELY. 
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